
High School 
and Beyond
Strategies for making 

the most of high 
school and being 

college ready 
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What We Will Cover

• Graduation/college readiness 
requirements

• What colleges look at and 
consider

• Academic planning

• College-readiness timelines

• Running Start

• Resources
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WA State 
Graduation 
Requirements

Minimum graduation requirements  
for WA: 

• 24 Credits 
• English – 4 credits 

• Math – 3 credits + Senior Year Math 

• Science – 3 credits (2 lab sciences) 

• World Language – 2 credits 

• Social Science – 3 credits 

• Arts – 2 credits (1 can be PPR) 

• Health & Fitness – 2 credits (.5 Health + 1.5 Fitness) 

• Career & Technical Education – 1 credit 

• Electives – 4 credits 

• High School & Beyond Plan 

• Graduation Pathway Option 

• 60 hours of Service Learning (SPS) 
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What 
Colleges 
May Look At

Transcripts Test Scores 

Extracurriculars Essays 

Letters of 
Recommendation 
• Personal/Teacher Letters of 

Recommendation 
• Counselor Recommendation 
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College 
Academic 

Distribution
Requirements 

(CADRs)

WA State CADRs 
College Admission Standards are different from 

graduation requirements 

English
4 credits

Math
3 credits + 

Senior Year Math

Science
3 credits

(2 lab sciences)

World Language 
2 credits 

(same language)

Social Science 
3 credits

Arts
1 credit
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Transcripts 
& GPA

• Transcripts submitted  
include grades through 
Junior Year 

• Senior Year schedule 
entered by student  

• SPS uses unweighted GPA 
on transcripts (per state law) 
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Academic Planning

Broad, sustained,  
appropriately rigorous 

Intentional  
Challenge Progression 

Course Catalog 
Description

Fit to Major 
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A Note 
Regarding 
Rigor
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Test Scores
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Activities & 
Extracurriculars
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Nathan Hale IngrahamRoosevelt 

School 
Profile  
Report 

Shorecrest
Nathan 

Hale Ingraham Roosevelt
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High School 
College-Readiness Timeline
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Senior Year Roadmap

© Place and Path College Consulting 15



Running Start
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Resources

College and 
Career-Readiness Tool

Naviance

Any graduate of Seattle 
Public Schools can earn 
two tuition-free years of 
college credit at:

• Seattle Central College
• North Seattle College
• South Seattle College

Seattle 
Promise 

Washington Guaranteed 
Admissions Program 
Requirements: 

• 3.0+ GPA
• Completed CADR      

requirements

WAGAP
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WAGAP Participating Colleges
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Thank you!
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